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SUB J : MILITARY TRAINING FOR SIERRA LEONE ARMY 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: BOTH PRESIDENT STEVENS AND ARMY COMMANDER 
MOMOH ASKED AMBASSADOR SAMUELS IF THE USG COULD PROVIDE 
TRAINING AND SOME MATERIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE SIERRA LEONE 
ARMY TO REPLACE, IN PART, UK ASSISTANCE. AMBASSADOR SAMUELS 
EXPLAINED THAT USG POLICY CONCERNING SALE AND TRANSFER OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY MADE IT UNLIKELY THAT THE 
REQUESTS COULD BE HONORED. THE EMBASSY DOES NOT PROPOSE A 
BILATERAL MILITARY PROGRAM FOR SIERRA LEONE, BUT WONDERS 
WHETHER A MULTILATERAL MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM UNDER NATO 
AUSPICES SHOULD NOT BE FORMULATED TO DIMINISH CHANCES THAT 
FLUCTUATIONS IN BILATERAL RELATIONS WILL TURN INTO A SEARCH 
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FOR ALTERNATE SOURCES OF SUCH ASSISTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING AMBASSADOR SAMUELS' CALL ON PRESIDENT STEVENS, 

MAY 17, AND AGAIN DURING HIS CALL ON SIERRA LEONE ARMY FORCE 
COMMANDER, BRIGADIER MOMOH, ON MAY 19, THE SUBJECT OF POSSIBLE 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY AROSE. BOTH 
PRESIDENT STEVENS AND BRIGADIER MOMOH TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
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THAT THEY FOUND DEALING WITH THE BRITISH INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT. 
STEVENS SAID "BY TEMPERMENT THE BRITISH WERE NOT WELL QUALIFIED 
TO DEAL WITH AFRICANS AND HAD FINANCIAL PROBLEMS OF THEIR OWN". 
PRESIDENT STEVENS SPECIFICALLY ASKED IF THERE WERE WAYS IN 
WHICH HIS MILITARY FORCES COULD RECEIVE TRAINING IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND PERHAPS SOME SMALL ARMS OR OTHER EQUIPMENT. 

2. AMBASSADOR SAMUELS REPLIED THAT THE USG WAS CONSTRAINED BY 
CONOR ESSTONAI ,1 ,Y INITIATED LEGISLATION IN THE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES 
TO WHICH IT COULD GIVE MILITARY ASSISTANCE. AS A RESULT, IT 

WAS PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR A COUNTRY NOT PRESENTLY RE- 
CEIVING MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO RECEIVE IT. THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID THAT THE ADMINISTRATION CURRENTLY WAS REASSESSING ITS 
ARMS POLICY AND WAS LOOKING AT SUCH QUESTIONS AS TRAINING. 

SMALL SCALE NON-LETHAL MATERIAL ASSISTANCE, AND ASSISTANCE 
FOR MILITARY ORIGINATED CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS. HE WAS SKEPTICAL, 
HE SIAD, WHETHER A STAGE WOULD BE REACHED WHEREBY THE SIERRA 
LEONE ARMY MIGHT BECOME A RECIPIENT OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
AND EVEN QUESTIONED WHETHER THIS WAS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF 
BOTH COUNTRIES. 

3. DURING THE SUBSEQUENT CALL ON BRIGADIER MOMOH. THE BRIGADIER 
EXPLAINED THAT THE ARMY FELT IT SHOULD REDUCE ITS DEPENDENCE 
ON BRITISH TRAINING SOURCES AND SUPPLIES. MOMOH EXPLAINED THAT 
THE TRAINING OF TECHNICAL PERSONNEL NOW IN BRITAIN WAS COSTING 
THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY APPROXIMATELY LE600 PER WEEK FOR EACH 
STUDENT. HE SAID THAT IN AN ATTEMPT TO WIDEN THE SCOPE OF 
TRAINING AND TO REDUCE DEPENDENCE UPON BRITISH SERVICE SCHOOLS, 
THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY HAD BEGUN SENDING A NUMBER OF SOLDIERS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 FREETO 01796 01 OF 02 0707537. 

TO ARUSHA IN TANZANIA AND ALSO TO EGYPT. MOMOH SAID THE TRAIN- 
ING OF CADETS AND SOLDIERS BY OTHER FORMER BRITISH COLONIES 
POSED NO PROBLEMS BECAUSE THEIR TRAINING METHODS AND STANDARDS 
WERE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF BRITAIN. HOWEVER, HE FEARED THAT 
EGYPT'S STANDARDS WOULD NOT CONFORM TO THOSE OF THE COMMON- 
WEALTH AND THAT THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY WOULD HAVE TO JUDGE THE 
RESULTS OF THE EGYPTIAN TRAINING METHODS WHEN THE PRESENT 
GROUP OF TRAINEES RETURNED. THE BRIGADIER EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
SIERRA LEONE ARMY NEEDED TECHNICAL TRAINING IN SUCH SUBJECTS 
AS ENGINEERING, COMMUNICATIONS, LOGISTICS, AND CERTAIN CIVIC 
ACTION TYPE PROGRAMS. MOMOH SAID HE PERSONALLY FAVORED THE 
TRAINING OF SIERRA LEONE SOLDIERS BY OTHER AFRICAN NATIONS 
SINCE HE WAS PERSUADED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ALL AFRICAN 
ARMY WAS MERELY A MATTER OF TIME. IN PASSING HE NOTED THAT 
HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE OAU COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON DEFENSE 
POLICY. 
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4. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE HAD TALKED TO THE PRESIDENT ON 

THE SAME SUBJECT AND HAD EXPLAINED WHY HE FELT IT WAS UNLIKELY 
THE USG COULD AGREE TO THE TRAINING OF SIERRA LEONE SOLDIERS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. HE POINTED OUT THAT PRESIDENT CARTER 
RECENTLY HAD ENUNCIATED A MORE STRINGENT POLICY CONCERNING 
THE SALE AND TRANSFER OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY 
AND THAT THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DEVOTED FOR FOREIGN MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE WAS BEING CURTAILED SHARPLY. THE AMBASSADOR ALSO 
NOTED THAT TRAINING COSTS IN THE U.S. PROBABLY WOULD BE FAR 
HIGHER THAN EVEN THOSE IN BRITAIN. 

5. MOMOH ACCEPTED THE AMBASSADOR'S STATEMENTS AS THOUGH HE 
HAD EXPECTED THIS REPLY. HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT AFRICAN 
ARMIES NEEDED TO OBTAIN SPECIALIZED TRAINING AND IF THEY 
COULD NOT OBTAIN IT FROM THE UNITED STATES THEN THEY WOULD 
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RECEIVE IT FROM SOMEONE ELSE. 
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6. EMBASSY COMMENT: ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS BOTH STEVENS AND 
MOMOH PUBLICLY HAVE SPOKEN OF THE NEED TO HAVE THE ARMY'S 
ENGINEERING UNIT UNDERTAKE CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS. SUCH PROJECTS 
WOULD BE OF BENEFIT TO SIERRA LEONE CONSIDERING THE VAST 
AMOUNT OF INFASTRUCTURE STILL REQUIRED BY THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, 
THE REQUESTS FOR MILITARY TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE PROBABLY 
RELATE MORE TO THE PRESIDENT'S WATH AT THE "LONDON TIMES" 

EDITORIAL CRITICIZING THE LECTION (FREETOWN 1620 NOTAL) 

THAT TO A SUDDEN DECISION TO PROMOTE ARMY CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS. 
OR TO A FEAR BRITAIN WILL DECREASE ITS LIMITED MILITARY ASSIS- 
TANCE. THE BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER RECENTLY SAID 
THAT BRITISH MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY IS 
EXPECTED TO RISE SLIGHTLY OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS. 

7. THE EMBASSY DOES NOT PROPOSE THAT THE USG ENTER A BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SIERRA LEONE ARMY, ALTHOUGH A FEW 
TRAINING ALLOCATIONS WOULD FACILITATE GREATLY OUR ACCESS 

TO THE MILITARY. NEVERTHELESS, THE REQUESTS RAISE THE QUESTION 
WHETHER SOME ALTERNATIVE FORM OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO SMALL 
AFRICAN NATIONS SHOULD NOT BE DEVISED SO THAT FLUCUATIONS 
IN BILATERAL RELATIONS ARE NOT NECESSARILY TRANSLATED INTO 
A SEARCH FOR ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF MILITARY SUPPORT AND TRAINING. 
AT THE RISK OF BEING ACCUSED OF REDISCOVERING THE WHEEL, 

THIS POST WONDERS IF NATO COULD NOT ASSUME A MAJOR ROLE IN 
AFRICA TO PROVIDE MILTILATERAL MILITARY ASSISTANCE, PARTICU- 
LARLY IN THE AREAS OF TRAINING AND NON-LETHAL MATERIAL ASSIS- 
TANCE. END COMMENT. 
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